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THE OPERATIOHS OF COMPANY C, 2918T INFANTRY (76TH
INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK ON THE HIGH GROUND
OUTBIDE GRAND HALLEUX, BELGIUM, 15«16 JANUARY 1945,

{ARDENNES=ALSACE CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of & Company Gommandar)

ORIENTATION
INTRODUCTION

Thia monograph covers the operations of Company C,

. 291st Infantry, 75th Infantry Division ln the ARDENNES
Campaign heér GRAND HALLEUX, BELGIUM. The action to be
discussed in detall is that of Compeny C in the attack and
.subsequent holding of & high (key) terrain feature 15-16
-January 1946, | o |

In ordef that the reader may be more fuily informed
‘on the 75th Infantry Division and the mejor events leading
“to this situastion, 1t will be necessary to flash back to
'June 1944,

. The 75th Infantry Division was rapldly tralning filler
replacements at CAMP BRECKINRIDGE, KENTUCKY = 3,5OO men
from.ASTP and the Alr Corps replaced a duplicate number of
~reinforcementa who went overseas immediately affer meneuvers.
(1) On 6 June 1944 the invésién of FRANCE was launohéd by
ftha Allled Armies. Members of the 75th Infantry Diviaion
noﬁrreélized that soon they too would be moving to.the come
‘bat zone. On 22 October 1944 elements of the 75tn Infantry
Divlaion.gmbarked'for the European @heater of Opergtionas‘(a)
On 2 November 1944 the 291st Infantry dooked at SWANSEA,
WAEES and departed 1mmediately for camps in PEMBROKESHIRE,

WALES. {3)

(1) A"'g,’ P 2
(2) _&"'13 p'
(3) A=l
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Orders were received on 9 December 1944 assigning the
76th Infantry Division to the XVI Corps, Ninth Army. (4)
By 15 December 1944, most of the.trOOps of the 291lst In-
fantry were bivousced at ST PAER, FRANCE. (5)

_ | Gn lQTDecember 1544 orders were received by the 75th
Infanﬁry Diviéion, releasiﬁs the division from the XVI Corpe
and assigning it to the VII Corpa of the First United States
Army., By 2400 hours on 22 December 1944, the diviasion comw
mend post hed opened at OCQUIRE, BELGIUM, end all elements
hed closed into nearby areaa. (See Map A) The 75th Infan=
try Division now prepered, took its place in line to stay
" the Germsn onslaught. (6)

 THE GENERAL SITUATION

On 16 December 1944 the Germans had launched thelr of-
fensive into the ARDENNES with the Fifth and S8ixth Panzer
Armies qnd the Seventh Army. The ARDENNES ~-- a mountainous,
- broken terrein, steep hills, deep and narrow valieya with a
great number of small streams end cross compartments, was
thickly covered by fir trees as only men can plant them,
.Into this terrain, oovered by snow, shrouded in fog and
mist, the Germen Armies rolled deep into BELGIUM, (7)

Americen units in ﬁha path of fhe offénsive fought
veliantly to halb the‘tide, but fog, snow and the terrain
were as much a foe as the Germasns. Since time prohiblted -
2 coordinated defense the 765th Infantry Division was come
| mitted plecemeal. The VII Corps Gommandeﬁ on 23 Decgmber

(4) A=Z, ps 20

(6) A=l
(6) A=3, pe B
(7)

A"ll, o 343



A 4 | | R J

1944 1ssued orders attaching the 289th and 200th Regimental
Combat Teams to the 3d Armored Division, 291st Regimental
Combat Tesm was ordered to outpost the L'OURTHE RIVER be-
tWeen BOMAL and GRANDMENIL, BELGIUM. On 24 December 1944
the 24 Battalion of the 291lst Reglimental Combat Team was
attached to the 2d Armorud1D1vision, while the remainder
of the 201st Regimental Combat Team was assembled in the
vicinity of SOMMELEUZE, BELGIUM as VII Corps reserve, Dur~
ing the 234 and 24th of December 1944, Company C, 29lst
Infantry was working with elements of the 24 Armored Divie
‘slon and it was not until late the aftarndon of the 24th
that wo#d was recelved that Company C was to join the'Regia
ment at SOMMERLEUZE. (8)

The period of 24 to 26 December 1944 saw the height
of penetratlon by the German offensive, the lifting of the
'fog permitted the Allles to launch one of their greatest
air offensives against & single target, the German columns,
on 24 December 1944. The seemingly haphazard employment of
units plecemeal into the steming of the onslaught had blunted
and at last stopped the Germans, The stubborn resistance at
BASTOGNE, the Third Army's bounter-offensivo launched onI22
| December 1944, (See Map B) togethér with the ever stiffenw
ing of the forces along the northern flank of the salient
had turmed the tide,

On 27 December 1944 orders were received mssigning
the 76th Infentry Division, less the 289th and 290th Regi-
mental Combat Teams which were to remain attached to the

34 Armored Division, to the XVIII Airborne Corps. The 24

(8) Personal knowledge
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-Bdttalion,-QSEst Infentry was to remain attached to'ﬁhe 24
Armored Division until 28 December 1944 and then was bo
'joih tho.Regimsnt. (e)

On 28 December 1944, the 291st Regimentsl Combat Team
was enroute to relleve elements of the 7th Armored Division
at VAUX CHAVANNE, BELGIUM. The lst Battalion o@ the left E{
'flenk, tle its left flenk to the 824 Alrborne Division; 3d
Battalion on the right near MANHAY tieing into elements of

the 106th Infantry Division. (10) | e

At 0900 hours, 2 January 1945 the VSth Infantry reverte
ed to VII Corps control in preparation dﬁ‘the VII Corpa
offenaive. (1)

Firet Army intelligence believed that an 1mhed1ate
offensive by the Sixth fdnzer Army sgainst the west flenk
of the salient had been shelved until therthofn of the
Americen Third Army and BASTOGNE could be removed,  (12)

The VII Corps plan of atteck was .to launch its offensive .
iﬁ Oasb_houra,fs'ﬁannary 1945, seize the area HOUFFALIZE-
'BOREGNY and at the same time cut the HOUFPALIZE-ST VITH
HIGHWAY (Sse Map B) to prevent the withdrawal of German
troops. The 24 ahd 3d Armored Divisions qupﬁorted by the
83d and 84th Infantry Divisions werqlto spoarhead-bha ate
tack, (13) T |

The VII Corps’' offensive was launched as scheduled and
on 8 January 1945 at 1030 hours the 75bh'Infahtry.waa assign~
ed to the XVIIX Atrborne Corps. (See Map B) (14)

{9) A~3, p. 6

(10) A=1, De 16 |
(11) A"‘s Pe 7 \
(12) A"s,-po 7
(13) A3, pe 8; A=4, Do 6
(14) A'ﬁ,‘po 83 A"'Q’ P 6
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On 8 January 1945, the 75th Infantry Division {less
290th RCT) was ordered to relieve the 824 Airborne Division
in the western sector of the XVIII Alrborne Corps #longfthe
SALM RIVER, near VIELSALM, BELOIUM. (15)

SITUATION 1ST BATTALION, 291ST INFANTRY 8=15 JANUARY 1945

The 1st Battalion was located at CREPPE, BELGIUM en
6 January 1946. On 8 January 1945 battalion received orders
from Regiment to move to BASSE~-BODEUX and to be prepared to
move forward to FARNIERES, BELGIUM and relleve elements of
the 82d Alrborne Division, oross IP at CREPPE at 1700 hours
9 January 1945, (16)

At 1700 houras, 9 January 1948 the foot elements of the
1st Battalion croasod thé IP and started on the twenty-two
mile merch to BABSE-BODEUX, on one of the toughegﬁ foreced
marches they were ever to encounter, The march was over une
used roads, at tim@a-knae deep in snow, covered by ice, in
freezing weather; it was a tifed battalion that closed into
BASSE-BODEUX &t 0330 hours 10 January.1945. (17) By 1700
hbura 10 January 1945 plans and reconnalssance had been com=
pleted and the ;sf Battalion was once more on the move, this
time to relieve elements of the 82d Alrborne Division neer,
) FARNIERS. (See Map C) While the move to position was ggly
about five miles, the route was through the woods over fire-
bréaka‘that'were deep with snow and blocked by dlscarded Gerw
man equipmeht.- By 2300 hoﬁra.lb January 1948 battalion had
completed the rellef and had patrols operating to the front.(18)

15) A-3, p. 9

16} A=10; A~l, p. 22
(17) A«10; A=l, p. 28
(18) A=11; A=~1l, p. 23
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‘As the 1lth of January 1945 dawned bright end clear the
Battalion and Compeny Commenders of the lst Battellon could
see their positiqn clearly for the first time, ell thboe com=
panles wéfe on line coﬁering a front of four thousand meters
of broken wooded térrain. Reorganlzatlon of position had to
be accomplished at once, as the battallon was one thin 1ine
over the entire sector. Battallion Comnend Post was estabw
lished at FARNIERS, B Compsny on the right, C Company in the
center with A Company on the left flank of the battalion.
{(See Map D) & éeriea of strong points were established in
eaoh.compahy's sector and were connected by patrols. Cone
tact was eatablished, by patrols, with the 289th Infantry on
the right and the 34 Battalion on the left. (19) Continuous
day and night patrols were the standing order., The Germans
had esteblished a strong counter-=patrol screen across the
front on the SALM RIVER, thls was very effective in counter-
ing patrol efforts. (20) E
Contemplating an sttack order the Regimantql Comrmander,
Colonel Harry 8. Robertson, had ordered the 34 Battalion to
increase the bridgeheéd over the SALM RIVER at GRAND BALLEUX,
BELGIUM. At 1300 hours 12 January 1945 Company L launched
en attack and captured ita objective, the high ground west
of ENNAL, but at 1700 hours received a counterattack and lost
'_ the position. Company L retoock the position and held it on
‘13 Jenuery 1945.  (21)
~ The men (95% T/0 strength) of the lst Battalion spent
most of thelr time, whilq not on patrol, repairing and cleanw

- ing equipment, drying clothing and keeping warm the best iay
(19) A=ll; A=l, pe 23 ' "

(20) A=3, p. 10

(21) A=3, p, 10
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 that could be found during the period 1l to 14 January 1945,
inclusive. (223) '

Word was received on the afternoon of 14 January 1945
for all company commandera to be at Battalion at 1918 hours
that evening. -(23)

.. DIVISION PLAN OF ATTACK

Phe XVIII Corps (Airborne), of which the 75th Infantry
Diﬁiaion was a part, will meke a concerted drive against the
northern shoulder of the sallent of the. ARDENNES-#nd‘rorce 8
linking with elements of the Third Army attaekins from the
south. (24)

The 786th Infantry will attack the morning of 15 January
1945 with the 289th and 291st Regimental Combat Teams, in a
donble envelbpment of VIELSALM and be prepared to continue

" the attmck to the east and south, (25) |
| ' The 289th RCT will atteck at 0300 hours, 15 January
'1945, seize SALM CHATEAU, force a orossing of the SALM RIVER
_'continue the attack to BOURTONVILLE end be prepared to conw
" tinue the attack to the south eand east. (26) The 2918t RCT
will attack at 0730 hours, selze the high ground north of
VIELBALM, VILLE DU BOIS, BEAUFAY, PETIT-THIER and continue
 the attack to the southeast and establish ocontaot with the
289th ROT in the BOURTONVILBE area. (See Map C) (27)

7-29;3& INFANTRY,REGIMENQQL.PQQN OF ATTACK

' The Regiment: will attack et 0730 hours, 15 January 1945,

Pereonal knowledge
3) Personal knowledge
4) A=3, pe 1L

B) A~3, p. ll

6) . *"’5, Poe 11

} 4&=3, pe 11l=14
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through positions now held by 3d Battalion, with the sunken
road running parallel to the front as the line of departure,
The 899th Field Artillery Battalion, reinforced, will fire a
ten minute preparation from H «10 to H hour, fire on call
after H hour. The 2d Battalion on the left, 1lst Battalion
on the right, and C Compeny will protect the right flank of
the 291st ROT., Battalions will seize high ground north of .
V;EL@ALM and be prepared to continue the attack to the gouthe
;ast_and selge VILLE DU BOIS, BEAUFAY and PETIT-THIER, Com=
pany C will selze the high ground 1500 meters south of ID on
order., (See Map D) (28) |

1ST BATTALION ATTACK PLAN (29)

The line‘of departure will be the sunken road now held
by the 3d Battalion, H hour, 0730 hours, 15 January 1945.
The battalion will croass the line of departure with A

Company on the loft; B Company on the right with C Company

. echeloned to the right rear of B Company.

A and B Companies will seize the high ground in their
zone of actlon, 1500 meters south of the line of departure,
and be prepared to continue the attack to the southeast on
order., ' _

¢ Company will protect the right flank dr the 201st RCT,
be prepared to seize the high ground overlooking the SALM

RIfER south of the villaga of HORT. |

| D Company will attach one HMG section to each of the
rifle companlies, remaining gection to remain in general supe
port. The 81 ﬁm mortar platoon to be in general support of

the battalion, and one forwﬁrd observer to be with each rifle

companys - . :
A=1l, p. 28w24; Personal knowledge
(20) Personal knowledge
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The AT Platoon will establish a road block at the south
edge of HORT after H hour, 7
Attachments are effective as of now, an; each company
will move to the line of departure independently, companies
"will coordinate their move to line of departure through bat-
talion headquarters. (30) |
Prisoners captured by the 3d Battelion on 13 January had
jdentified the Germans holding the wood line southeast of
GRAND HALBEUX a8 the 7524 VOlksgrenadier Regiment. Earller
1ntelligenoe reports 1ndicated that elements of the 624 In=-
fentry Divislon, 326th Volksgrenadier Division, and the 9th
SS Panger Division were opsrating in the vicinity of VIELe

SALM, ‘31)

PLAN OF ATTACK AND MOVEMENT TO LINE OF DEPARTURE OF C COMPANY

The C Company Commender called his Executive Officer,
telling him to-havé the platoon leadera and aorgeénts at the
company commend post by 2030 hours, D Compsny Commender
steted that the section leader of the HMG section would be
et C Company by 2030 hours. (32)

As C Compeny had been sitting for four dsys directly
across the SALM RIVER from their objective, all members were
fully informad on the terrain over which they would mbva on
the 15th of January. (33) | |

C Company would oross the line of departure, the sunken
road in the 34 Battallion sector, following the right rear of

thé right attack platoon'or Company B, the time of crossing

(30) Personal knowledge
(31) AwB

(32) Personal knowledge
(33) Personal knowledge

1l



wes to be based upon the situstion of B Compeny.

The company would be echeloned to the right rear by pla-
toons, in the order: lat Platoon, LMG Seétion, 2d Flatoon, .
 HMG Section, snd 3d Plstoon. Company Commander would be at
the rear of the lst-Piatoon, the 60 mm‘Mortar-Section and Com=-
'pany Headquarters Group behind the 24 Platoqn. One bézooka
team was attached to each rifle platoon. The lst Platoon will -
maintaln contact with Company B, 3d Pletoon will have one squad
reddyron call_for patfolling when requlred. The 899th Fileld
Artillery Battalion, reinforced, will fire a preparation from.
0720 hburs'to 0730 hours, end fire on call thereafter. Esach
riflemen will carry twb bandoleers of ammunltion, the BAR teans
& full loed for the BAR's, while company trensportation will
tranaport LMG HMG , and 60 mm morters to the CHAPEL, et the
south edge of GRAND HALLEUX. (3¢)

The tentative plan for moveﬁpnt to the line of departuré_
“will be columns of platoons: lst Platoon, LMG Section, 2d
Platoon, Compeany Headquarters, 60 mm Morter Section, HMG Bec-
tion, 3d Platoon.. IP Compeny Commend Post, time O500 hours.
Route reconnalssence to the line of departure will be made by
the lst and 4th Platoon Lesders and the Compeny Commander. (36)

Reconnaissence was made of the routes to the line of de=-

~ parture, plﬁns coordineted with Battalion-sus; snd fhe time of
7"nérosaing of IP had to be set up to 0445 hours to allow B Come
V%'pahy to.cleér through C Company's area at 0500 houﬁs. Platoons
" were notified of the change in time of crosaing IP. (36)
| At 0445 hours £he lst Platoon crossed the IP, each sece

tion and platoon was.pioked up a8 the column passed. The 34

T34 TPersonal knowledge
(36) Personal knowledge
(36) Peraonal knowledge

12
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Platoon was slow in forming as two of 1ts members hed been al=
lowed to sleep until the platoon wdS'fonming end had not securs
¢ed their equipmant. C Compeany cleared the area prior to B Com-
pany's column entry into the ares. (37) The movement to the
" 1line of departure was unseventful, C Company closed into its
 forwerd assembly eres at 0710 hours, mortar and madhine gun
squade were sent after thelr wespons and smmunition and by
0725 hours had returned to the essembly area. (38)

The srtillery preperation that was being fired drew re-
turn mortar fire on the positions held by the 3d Battallon,
but no known casualties were inflicted by this counterfire,
From the_poaition:of C Company the artillery preparation could |
' be seen falling in the woods held by the Germans and ss the
last round fell at 0730 hours the first’mnn of the 1lst Platoon
crossed the line of departure, keeping in close contact with

the right assault platoon of B Company. (39)
NARRATION
- THE ATTACK 15 JANUARY 19485 (See Mdg D)

}It.was very quiet as &ll the elements of the 29lst In-
fﬁntry c¢rossed the line of departure. not & shot was heard
by C Compeny. The forﬁard movement was deiiberate, vigi-"
bility was about 200 yards and the snow in pleces quite deep.
The first two hundred yerds was up e slight slope, then soross.
ioﬁel grounﬁ_-- contaoct with B Company was firm during all
this time. Just as the leading elemente of the lst Platoon
reached the level ground, & thunderous roar of automatic small
T37) Personal knowledge

(38) Personal knowledge
(39) Personal knowledge
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arms and mortar fires could be heard ali along the 28lat In-
~ fanbtry's sector =~ it was all incoming. (40)

Mortar fire could be seen falling on the center and right
portions of B Company, however a slight rise 1n.the terrain
prohibited visibility of the remainder of the Battelion and
Reglmental sectors. (41) The right platoon of B Company halt=-
- od and took cover, the support platoon of B Company side~
- slipped to the right to get out of the morter fire zZone. As
~ the support plstoon moved to the right, the contact group of
the 1st Platoon of C Company broke contact with the right as-
sault platoon of B Company, slipped to the right, thereby
malinteining contact with B Company's suppoft platoon. This
move plsced the support platoon of B Company behind a rise in
,thé ground, providing them protection from the'small arms fire,
all of the mortar and artillery fire at this time was falling
on the left and center portion of the zone of advance. (42)

‘By OBOO hours small groups of B Company's support platoon
could be seen runhing forwerd in short bounds toward the woods
two hundred yards to the front., (43)

The ¢ Company Commander ordered the lst Platoon to utilize
.only one squad to meintaln cohtaot with B Company and to move
the remsinder of the 1st Platoon one hundred yards to the right,
keeping in defilede at sll times., The sound of battle was rise -
ing in intensity, no other information was to be had et this
-time on the progress of the attack. (44) The support platoon
of B Company was making its wey slowly toward the woodliné to"
the front. Trying to get a clearer picture of how B Company |
140} Pereonal knEﬁIédgo |
(41) Personal knowledge
, 242) Personal knowledge

43) Personal knowledge
(44) Personal knowledge
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was progressing, C gmpany Commender worked his.way forward to
contact the platoon leader of B Company's support platoon. It
was abéut 0830 hours before the platoon sergeant was fbund;
and when asked_ﬁhere the platoon leader was, he replied, "To
the best of my knowle@ge he was with the first squad and that
aquad was slong the rise in the ground_ about seventy yerds to
~ the rear“. "Whet 1s B Company's situation end what ere the |
plens of youf platoont® he ﬁaa asked. "The two essault plae
toons caught it when they were cﬁoaaingftha slight rise in

front of the line of depﬁrture,}and how far forward they have
gone I don't know. What the plan of the platoon is, I don't
mow, I am sﬁppcsed to keep behind the 34 Sqﬁad and see that

1t keeﬁs in contact with the 24 Squad™, was the reply. The

3d Squad of B Company's support platoon was beginning to swing
%o the east in what appeared to be an attempt to flank the
German position in the edge of the woods. The squad stopped
after it entered the edge of the woods and took up firing poaié
tions. By this time a heavy volume of smell arms fire was

~ being directed at the support platoon of B company; (45) ;

| The situation of C ﬁompany had not changed, one aqﬁaa of
the lat Pletoon wes being used to maintain contact with B Com~
pany, the remainder of the company was echeloned to ﬁhp right
rear by platoons. Lt. Colenel Sanders was contacted on the
compeny's SCR 300 redio and told of thb-situation, location end
- aoctions of.B_Goﬁpany's suppbnﬁ platoon andrtho location and-dis-
‘posiﬁibn of ¢ Company. Colonel Sanders stated that "the 24
Battalion has advanced sbout four hundred yards and is now pin-
ned down by heavy fire, A Company 1s in the same fix and from

| TZETf“Peraondi*kn6i1?&ge,

18
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- informetion received B Compeny hes now advanced about four

hundred yards on the left swinging arcund to the right in a
figure "J" with all three platoons committed, as things stand
now 1t does not look 1like either A or B Compeny will be sble
to move forward. Keep C Company out of the fight until you
receive orders." (46) |

The Compeny Cormender contacted the 1lst Platoon Leader,
reemphaéized his order of maintaining contuct with B Gompanj.
but to keep the platoon in defilade and told him that the come
pany commander was going to the 34 Platoon. The Company Come
mander then went back to the 3d Platoon, passing on the infor=-
mation to the 24 Platoon Leader, regarding the aituatioh. The
34 Platoon lea&or was Informed of the situation and the plana
were discussed regarding sending e paﬁrol of one squad from
the 34 Platoon out along the edge of the road for fowr hundred
yards, then east to the edge of the woods, to reconnolter slong
the edge of the woods to where the ground rose aharpiy to the
south, The squad was briefed and the route they were to take
.waa pointed 6ut on the ground, the patrol depafted at about
0845 hours. Word was passed to all members of C Company that
a squad from the 3d Platoon was patrolling to the front of the
company . (47)

Lieutenanﬁ Knobel, Platoon Leader of Sd Platoon, was ine
fofmed that 1f-th§ patrol returned with informetion that the
'roube‘ﬁhoy had teken wes elther lightly or undefended, the 3d
- Platoon would lead the attack to seize the high ground, if Bate
ﬁalion gave the go~ghead signal. The plan would be for the 3d

Platoon to move out in a column of squads, LMG Section, HMG

T26)  Personal Mmowledge
(47) Peraonal knowledge
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SQOtion, 60 mm Mortar Section, and 24 Platoon; the 1lst Platpon
iould;maintﬁin contact with B Company and the 24 Platoon using
e atrong combat patrol. (48) When the lead squed of the 3d
Platoon hit the edge of-the cliff in the woods 1t would follow
the base of the cliff for fifty yards, turn right and sssault
the ocrest of the hill, 2d Squad would follow the lead squad,

| turn and assault at the same tiﬁie, 3d Squad would continue

' stbaight forward until they reached the top, LMG and HMG would
follow 3d Squed, 60 mm ﬁortars and 24 Platoon to follow on or-
der. 34 Platoon would push quickly aocross the clearing and
teke up defensive positions. (49) All platoon leaders woré
informed of the contemplated plan of action and told to be
readj to move on ten minutes notice. (&0) _

The péfrol'returned at sbout 0916 hours without-firihg
& shot or being-discovered, patrol leader reported that the
route was well covered from the woodline up to whére he turned

- to thé east end that they saw what appggred to be a two man
outpost just inside the woods about fifty yards from where the
ground rose sharply‘to the south; the soldiers in the outpost
were observing 1ln a noritheasterly direction toward.tha sound
of bettle. (B1) | _ ,

The Battelion Commender was informed that 1t‘waa belleved
that C Company could teke the objJectlve and requested permis=-
sion to sttack. The Battalion Commnder said to stend fast,
that a clearsnce from Regimgnt was required because of the

- present situation, the 2d Battalion and all but C Company of
the 1st Battelion were pinned to the ground. At approximately

T48] Personal knowledge

- (49) Personal knowledge
"~ (80) Personal knowledge
(81) Personal knowledge
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1000 hours Colonel Sanders cslled stating, "Attack when you
~are ready, keep me informed of your progress you are on-your
own', Within a few minutes the squad that had done the patrol-
- 1ing moved out followed by the company commander, Lieutenant
KnObié, the remsinder of the 34 Pletoon and other elements of
C Gompany-falling in eolumn as planned._-c Company moved raplde
ly elong its reconnoltered route, gt the point where the route
- turned to the east; the company wes halted while the lead squad
moved in to capture the outpost without msking any noise if
possible ~- the LMG Section was brought up to cover the squed.
The-squad moved out and in a short timé captured the outpost
without firing & shot, the two Germens were from the 24 Come
pany, 7524 Regiment, 326th Volksgrenadler Division. (52) The
prisoners were tumed over to the lst Platoon to be taken to
battallion while'bhé rest of the company continued the attack.
The lead'squad moved forward but had not progressod more than
twénty yards beyond the captured outpost when a burst of machine
plstol fire sprayed over their heads, by a second outpoaf that
had not been seen ~- the BAR men, Pfec., Stark, wheeled and fired
s one magazine burst at the outpost, wounding one German in
the shoulder. These two men qulckly surrendered snd it was
found that they were members of the 5th Compeny of the same
reglment as the first two Germans captured. |

The woods at this position were quite densé_and movement
was slowed down for careful observation for additional enemy
positions. As the leed squad started into a thinly wooded aree
'at_the'base ofrthe oliff & hall of small arms fire splattered

the trees above snd eround them, The squad hit the ground as

[
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one man snd started Bearching the ares in an aé!!Lpt to locate
the source of the enemy fire. The company objective could be
seen through the trees, and 1t was from there that the harrass-
ing fire was coming. Battalion was called fequeating artillery
support; the Company Commander would direct and adjust the fire
through Battalion. (C Company was initially the reserve ‘com-
'pany of the battellon end d1d not have an artillery forward
observer), The first round was estimated to be five hundred
yards right and two hundred yards short, whereas the second

~ round was about one hundred yards over. Word was relayed,
thfough battelion, fpr the artillery to drop one hundred yards
and fire for effecﬁ. The "on the way" was received just before
the whine of the incoming shells could be heard, they hit with
s deafening roar, The short rounds of the battealion concen-
tration was hitting the top of the cliff, less than one'hﬁndred
yards in front of the lead squad.

Orders were lssued for the squads of the 34 Plaetoon to-
move Lo their assault positions, but to watch the company com=
mander fér the signal to assault, which would be given-whon
word was received that the last round was on the way. When the
lead squad, lst Squad of the 34 Flatoon, was at its aasault
| poaitioﬁ, the request to cease fire was relasyed to the artil-

lery. A sloﬁ count of ten was mede after woré;was reogivéd
rthat thé last rounds were on the way and the signal was given'
to assault. The assault hit the base of the cllff as the last
rounds hit on the objective. There was a mﬁd soramble up the
cliff, which sloped from 60° to 900, by fhg three assault
squads in what ap@eared to be a race to see which would be the

first to reach the top. Machine gun sections, not to be out-
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done, were pushing the riflemen so that they could also reach
the top. (53) |

Within a few minutes the 3d Platoon had.pushed across the
clégring‘aﬁd were settiﬁg up & defensive position to the south
aﬁdnséutﬁeaat. The 2lelat06n had moved on to the objective
and ﬁere setting up hasty defensive positions from northeast
to east, tying in with the 3d Platoon. (54)

| At 1100 hours Battallon was notified that the objective
had been taken by C Company with no casualtles. Seven of the
| enemy had been killed, twenty captured, of these, all were
"wounded, some gerlously and four stretchers were required to
 evacuate them. How to accomplish this evacuation presented a
real problem. It was declded that the ald men would patch
them aé'beat they could and when the lst Platoon made lts next
contact, all walking wou&bed would be turned over for delivery
to battalion, and the stretcher~bearsrs were to return with
fhe patrol to plck up the litter cases. (55) |

Defensive positions were closely coordinated, security
elements pushed out and work on individual foxholes and flelds
of fire was pushed with all speed to meet the anticipated
. gounterattack. The 60 mm mortars went into position behind &
large boulder near the edge of the ¢liff, the HMG sectlion was
on the south flank of C Company flring northeast, the LMG's
dug in on the north flank and were firing southeast. (56)

About 1400 hours all foxholes were dug and thé men were
beginning to place overhead covering over them, when the alert
wafning was glven indicating that motor movement waes heard
TB?I’ Personal knowledge '

{64) Personal knowledge

(55) Personal knowledge -
(66) Personal knowledge
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along the trall from the south. Two bazooka teams were gent,
to the road block facing _south on- the trail, while every other

e e e

~man in C Company prepared for what was thought to be the
counterattack. About five minutes later a& very aslow moving,
full tracked, lightly ammored vehicle entered the clearing on
the trall, When the vehioia had advanced to within'forty yards
both bazooka men rired, one round hit the tracked vehicle
settins it afire, the two occupants took off through the woods
amid & hall of small arms fire. The burning vehlcle soon
sounded like a small battle as 1t had been loaded with small
arﬁs and mortar ammunition; which was now exploding due to the
fire. It was now apparent that ¢ Qompﬁny controlled one of the
supply routes 1ead1ngrto the German front line, several hundred
yards to the north. (57) |

At about;1500 hours a radio:measage wes received from bat=
talion ordering C Company to withdraw to GRAND HALLEUX as the
regimﬂntal‘situation'was the same ss 1t had been at 0960
hours -- the 2d Battelion was still pinned to the ground on
the left flenk, A and B Goﬁpanies were also pinned down . on the
right. DBattallon was requested to change the order, allowing
one platoon, reinforced, to remain on the objectlve and the -
remainder of C Company to wlthdraw. The or&erg were changed .
as requested, and 1800 hours was the time 1imit set for the
remainder of C Company to close into GRAND HALLEUX. (58)

The Company Executive Officer, Communieations Sefgeant,
and one squad of the 24 Platoon were sent back to the company
- tranasportatlion. The Executive Officqr was instructed to es-
tablish a CP, have wire lald from battalion, have the Communi-

{ 7) Fersonal Knowledge
, (58) Personal knowledge- A-1, p. 24
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cations Sergeﬁnt string wire from the Company CP back to the
34 Platoon position, have him bring'ehough wire so that a
second line could be laild to thé Company CP, and finélly to.

. have the squad bring back sixty rounds of 60 mm mortar ammuni-
tion. (59)
Work was immediately started in establishing the peri-
meter defense location for the 3d Platoon, this platoon was
to'famain on position, and by 1700 hours sall positions were
dug,.the:aasignment of sectors of fire for each rifle squad,
machine gun squad and the 60 mm morters completed. The foroce
to remain on the objective was to consist of the 3d Platdon,
reinforced by the 60 mm mortar section, LMG sectlion less two
smmunition bearers from each squad, snd the HMG section less
the assistant gunner and two ammunition bearers from each
squed, whlle the bazooka team attached earlier in the dey was .
also to remain., About this time the Communications Sergeant
.and ﬁhe squad with the ammunition arrived. A telephone was
installed and checked, aﬁmunition was redistributed so that
each r;flomah of the 34 Platoon had four bandoleers, the BAR
men had a déuble load at each gun and the aid man of the 2d
Platoon gave all of hils supplles tovthe 34 Platoon's ald men.
{80) | _ '

The 2d Platoon and Gompany Headquarters led by the Come
pany Cbmmander atarted bhack to GRAND HALLEUX, laying a second
telephone line as-they went. The lst Platoon was plcked up
on the way back, informing the right flank of B Compeny of the
-situatioﬁ and continuing on to GRAND HALLEUX. (61)

C Company (=-) closed into its new area in GRAND HALLEUX
TB0) Personal knowledge .

(60) Personal imowledge
(61) Personal knowledge -
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at lBOO.hcurs, the Compahy_commander repbrted to battalion to
give them the situation and recelve instructionas. There Were
no instructions for the immediate employment of C Company, but
Colonel Sanders directed that plens be made for a night flank-
" ing attack across the front of the lst Battallon. The Com~
pany Commander of { Company was against an attempted night
iattack because it woﬁid be impossible to coordinate his actions
with élamentg of the 1st and 24 Battellons who were pinned down
along.thé front. Plans were made for the night attack and
submitted together with ﬁhs recommendation that it not be uaed
.bﬁt rather at dawn C Company be permltted to éxpand the posi-
tlon now held by the 3d Platoon, cutting east behind the Ger-
man 1ines end on order turn and attack south toward the regi-
mental objective. (62) |

Colonel Sanders took the plans and recommendations to
Jregimont, 1nform1ng ¢ Company Commaﬁder £0 remain at Battallon
Commend Ppét for orders. With nothing to do but walt, in-
struc tions were phoned to the Exscutive Officer.to have as
many men as possible get some sleep, end that hot food would
be sent forward within a short time. The telephone lines
from the 3d Platoon's poaltion were spliced into the battalion
line at C Company so that direct communication to Lieutenant
Knoble and the Company Commander was poasible. (§§?;

The situation of the régimant, the possible employment
of C Company in a night attack was told to Lieutenant Knoble,
“his éituatian was very qulet. .A continuous flow of information
vas mainteined with the 3d Platoon and at 2300 hours Lieutenant
Knpblo stated he thouéht movement had heen heard to the east

5321 Forsonal IEnowle dge
- (6&) Personal knowledge
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of hls position, the men were on the alert but nervous. .At
2330 hours, the platoon seﬁgeant reported, "The Germans can
be heard all about our posltions but we can't see ﬁ thing,
Lieutensnt Knoble is out making sure all the men are awake "
.At 2400 hours, Lieutenant Knoble, "We have been hit by =
counterattack, Germans are yelling all over the place, have
the artillery fire two hundred yards east of our position.“
A'fi&e minute concentraﬁion was fired end by 0130 Lieutenant
Knoble reported that all was quiet. The 3d Platoon was intact,
ammuniﬁidn was plentiful,‘one man of the platoon hed been woundm
ed, but he was 1n good condition and could walt until-morning
- .for evacuation. (64) |

Colonel Sanders hed returned in the meantime, stating
that the night attack was off and that C Company would spear=
head the attack at 0700 hours. Lieutenant Xnoble was notified
of the plan and was told that the remainder of C Company would
- mee him at that time;' (65) | | |
| The remainder of the nignt_lsgie January 1945 was quiet
and at 0600, 16 Jaﬁuary 1945, C Company (=) moved out to join
the 3d Platoon on the high ground. In conjunction with other
elements of the 29lat Infantry, C Company lﬁunched its attack
at 0700, 16 Jenuary 1945. | |

To sum up the results of this action: C Company, 291st
Infantry did succeed in accomplishinglits miasion:r

a. Protect the right flank of the 29lst Infantry.

be Capture the high ground overlooking the SALM RIVER

~south of the village of HORT,

From the standpoiht of Gompahy C, it was a very.auccéaaful

: A'TE4] Fersonal knowledge
~ (68) Personal konwledge
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operation, the objective was taken in a minimum of time
without the loss of a single man, From the Regimental
standpoint however, it did not appear to be a complete
success, as the German positiona did not wesken or withw
‘draw on the 16th of January. The success of C Company
~ getting behind the German lines on the lﬁtﬁ either caussd
" the Germens to withdraw on the night 1516 January, or they
Ehad 80 planned as the asttack at 0700 hours on 16 January
1945 moved very awiftly-mabting only slight resistance,

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

1., GERMAN DEFENSE OF C COMPANY'S OBJECTIVE

The eéntire success of C Company in this action can be
traced to the fact that the Germans did not man their posie
tions with alert troops. _The,oﬁtposts at the base of the
oliff were observing in the direction of the sound of battle
and not salong thg'avoﬁues of approach into their poaition,
The positiona at the top of the cliff did not take full-ad~
vantage of observation and fields of fire, no positions
were construotéd to cover the atéop approach into their
area. A few well sighted automatic weapons oould have

‘denled C Company the objectivp;

2., SUPPLY AND EVAGUATION

-In planning his ettack the company commander did not
~take into consideration the problems of either supplying
hie ooﬁpany or evacuating the wounded., It was not until

: four stretcher cases confronted the commender that this
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problem was given a thought, Combat patrols were the logi-
cal answer but were not thought of untlil after the action

hed been completed,
3, CONTROL OF SMALL UNITS

The platoon leader and squad leaders of the 3d Platoon
maintained tight control over their men in such & way &s to
achiéve the maximum ahock effect. The platoon acted as a
single unit in its asssult, Squed leaders organized their

sector of the objective with & minimum of confusion,
4, COMMUNICATION

The use of the SCHR 300 to relay through battalion
requests for artillery support and the use of the 3d Platoon
wire line for the same purpose were instrumental to the
-success of the mlssion. ,Sugporting flres could and were
-called for rapidly slthough there was no direct communication
. between either the company or the platoon with any artile
lery agency.

' Bs ARTILLERY

Although artillery support hed not been planned for -
prior ﬁo the attack by C Company, the flexibllity of artile
llery lends $tself to support all action within renge. The
artillery concentration on the objective prior to the asw
a@ult byrc Coﬁpany 80 demoraiizedlths Germans that they '
could not defend thelr position. |

6+ PLANS AND MANEUVER
The plans of C Company were simple and understood by
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811 members of the command. The maneuver was also simple,

| lending 1tself to control and at the seme time directed at
 the 1lightly held flank of the enemy.

7. PAILURE OF EXPLOITATION

: Thq'failure of Company C end higher units to exploit
_‘the penetration of the German lines allowed the Germans

"to maintein theilr firm stend along the front of the 291st
Infentry during 16 Jenuary 1946, It is belleved that had
‘efforts been made to exploit this penetration the Germans
would have had to elther turnié to meet the threat on their
‘flank or withdrawg, thereby allowing the 1lst and 2d Batw

‘ téliona to advances

LESSONS

T e e

: 1. The confusion of battle and the failure of the

| humen under atrcsa gill alwaga have a woakneaa 1n the
Mmﬂ“. e s e
_ atrongeat defense. It is oasontial that all oommanders

et T e

gusrd egainst these factors in their own defenses as well

as seekling out and explolting those of the enemy,

PN Commenders and lesders of all echelons muat plan

T o R T A A S EE T rurpean

'not only the tactiocal phaao of the operation but the

T,

"logistios to aupport tho plan as well.

H&;F&’Iﬂ"fﬁ’ =

" 3e Small wnit training must be streasad et all times,

e F TR S e R TS 10 0 o 5 ol e 2 5 g4

1t 1s the sotlons of small units that win battles, =~

deo Gommunications muat be maintained for control of

units by commanders as well as requeating gnd directing

supporting fireg.

o7 *
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S, .All leaders and oommandera from squad up in .8 rifle

g SRR R LT e

MR T
unit muat train with the ar_illery in an Infeantry-Artillery

- PEHPRRLY L PR, S R
R e et

team ao that he ocan utilize the support the artillery 1s
ready to give him,

6., Commanders muat oxploit a weakneas or penetration

e 2 e

immediately to insure sucoess in battle.

ke g e B

s Plans of Oparation and maneuvor must be 80 aimple
- AR

T A R TI aa pd miSeE

that they are easily understood by those that are to exew

cute them,
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